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To make a complet efaircafe is a curious piece of archi- 

teC > fe - , . Motion. 

1 cannot .orbear mentioning a Jlaircafe, where the eafinefs of 
the afeent, the difpofition of the lights, and the convenient 
landing, are admirably contrived. Addfon on Italy. 

bTAKE. [jtaca, Saxon Jlatck, Dutch ; efaca, Spanifh,] 

X. A poll or ftrong Hick fixed in the ground. 

The more I fhaked the fake, which he had planted in the 
ground of my heart, the deeper dill it funk into it. Sidney. 
His credit in the world might ftand the poor town in great 

e L / ert ° their minifters foreign eftimation hath been 
the b oik fake in their hedge. Hooker. 

He wanted pikes to fet before his archers ; 

Indead whereof fliarp fakes, pluckt out of hedges, 

/ hey pitched in the ground. Shake#. Henry VI. 

_ France the grapes that make the wine grow upon low 
vines bound to fmall /lakes, and the raifed vines in arbors 
make but verjuice. Bacon's Natural Iljlory. 

Or fharp cn fakes, or head the forks, or twine 
The fallow twigs to tie the draggling vine. Dryden. 

2. A piece of wood. 

While he whirl’d in fiery circles round j 

*7 he brand, a fbarpen’d fake drong Dryas found, > 

And in the flioulder’s joint infli£b the wound. Dryden. ) 

3 - Any thing placed as a palifade or fence. 

^ 1 hat hollow I Ihould know : what are you, fpeak ? 
Come not too near, you fall on iron Jiaies elfe. Milton. 

4. The pod to which a bead is tied to be baited. 

We arc at the Jlake , 

And bay’d about with many enemies. Shakefp. Jul. Cacfar. 

Have you not fet mine honour at the Jlake , 

And baited it with all th’unmuzzled thoughts 

That tyrannous heart can think ? Sbak. Twelfth Night. 

5. Any thing pledged or wagered. I know not well "whence it 
has this meaning. 

’ 7 'is time fhort pleafure now to take. 

Of little life the bed to make. 

And manage wifely the lad Jlake. Cowley. 

© then, what intered {hall 1 make 
To fave my lad important Jlake, 

When the mod jud have caufc to quake> Rofcomnm 
He ventures little for fo great a Jlake. More. 

Th’ increadng found is borne to either /hore. 

And for \X\d\xJlakes the throwing nations fear. Dyden. 
The game was fo contrived, that one particular ead took 
up the w\\o\eJlake ; and when fome others came up, you laid 

, d i\ wn - . Arbuthnot. 

6. 1 he date of being hazarded, pledged, or wagered. 

When he heard that the lady Margaret was declared for it, 
he faw plainly that his kingdom mud again be put to the Jlake, 
and that he mud fight for it. Bacons Henry Mil. 

Are not our liberties, our lives. 

The laws, religion, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie M Jlake, 

For cov’nant and the caufe’s fake ? Httdibras. 

Of my crown thou too much care do’d take; 

That which I value more, my love’s at Jlake. Dryden. 

Hath any of you a great intered at Jlake in a didant part of 
the world? Hath he ventured a good {hare of his fortune? Att. 

Every moment Cato’s life’s at Jlake. Addif. Cato. 

7. The Jlake is a fmall anvil, which dands upon a fmall iron 

foot on the work-bench, to remove as occafion od'ers; or elfe 
it hath a drong iron fpike at the bottom let into fome place of 
the work-bench, not to be removed. Its office is to fet fmall 
cold work draight upon, or to cut or punch upon with the 
cold chidel or cold punch. Moxon’s Mech. Exer. 

To Stake, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To faden, fupport, or defend with pods fet upright. 

Stake and bind up your weaked plants and flowers againd 
the winds, before t. ey in a moment prodrate a whole year’s 
labour. Evelyn’s Kalendar. 

2 To wager; to hazard; to put to hazard. 

Is a man betrayed in his neared concerns ? The caufe is, he 
relied upon the fcrvices of a pack of villains, who defigned 
nothing but their own game, and to Jlake him while they pfav’d 
for theinfelvcs. South. 

Perfons, after their prifons have been flung open, have 
chofen rather to languilh in their dungeons than Jlake their 
miferablc lives on the fuccefs of a revolution. Addifon. 

They durd not Jlake their prefent and future happinefs on 
their own chimerical imaginations. Addifon. 

I’ll Jlake yon’ lamb that near the fountain plays. 

And from the brink his dancing lhade furveys. Pope. 

S I ALaC 1 r 1 ES. n.f. [from ra.\ctlju.] 

Stalatlites is only fpar in the fliape of an icicle, accidentally 
formed in the perpendicular Allures of the done. Woodward. 

StaLA'ctical. adj. Refeinbling an icicle. 

A cave was lined with thofe Jlalaflidal dones on the top and 
{Ides. Derham’s Ployfco-Theology. 

St alagmi'tes. n.f. ‘Spar formed into the {hape of drops. 

Woodward's Metis. Fjf. 
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STALE, adj. [ Jlelle , Dutch.] 

1. Old; long kept; altered by time, 
fons otherwife than in contempt. 

'I his, Richard, is a curious cafe: 

Suppofe your eyes fent equal rays 
Upon two didant pots of ale. 

Not knowing which was mild or Jlale ; 

In this fad date your doubtful choice 
Would never have the cading voice. 

A Jlale virgin fets up a {hop in a place where fl le h „ 
known. s " ot 

2. Ufcd ’till it is of no ufe or edeem; worn out of 
notice. 


Prior. 


or 


The duke regarded not the muttering multitude, knowing 
that rumours grow Jlale and vanilh with time. Haywar 
About her neck a pacquet mail, } ' ’ 

Fraught with advice, fomefredi, fome Jlale. Butin 

Many things beget opinion; fo doth novelty: wit itfelf jf 
Jlale, is Icfs taking. Grew’s CofL, 

1 ompey was a perfect favourite of the people; but his pre- 
tendons grew Jlale for want of a timely opportunity of i,,,™' 
ducing them upon the dage. Swift 

They reafon and conclude by precedent, ’ 

And own Jlale nonfenfc which they ne’er inverit. p c . f 
Stale, n.f. [from j-zaelan, Saxon, to deal.] 

1. Something exhibited or odered as an allurement to draw others 
to any place or purpofe. 

His heart being wholly delighted in deceiving us, we could 
never be warned; but rather one bird caught, ferved fora Pale 
to bring in more. "" 

Still as he went he craft yfales did lay, 

With cunning trains him to entrap unwares; 

And privy fpials plac’d in all his way, 

To weet what courl'e he takes, and how he fares. Fa, % 
The trumpery in my houfe bring hither, 

For Jleele to catch thefe thieves. Shakefp. T.m'if. 

Had he none clfc to make a Jlale but me ? 

I was the chief that rais’d him to the crown, 

And I’ll be chief to bring him down again. Slake/, //.VI. 
A pretence of kindnefs is the univerfal Jlale to all bafe pro¬ 
jects : by this men arc robbed of their fortunes, and women 
of their honour. Government of the Tartar. 

It may be a vizor for the hypocrite, and a Jlale for the am¬ 
bitious. Decay of Piety. 

This cafy fool mud he my Jlale, fet up 
To catch the people’s eyes: he’s tame an J merciful; 

Him I can manage. Dry led s Don Sebojlioit, 

2. In Sbakefpcare it feems to ftgnify a proditutc. 

I dand difhonour’d, that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common Jlale. Shakeffcart, 

3. [FromJlale, adj.] Urine; old urine. 

4. Old beer; beer fomewhat acidulated. 

5. [Stele, Dutch, a dick.] A handle. 

It hath a long Jlale or handle, with a button at the end for 
one’s hand. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

To Stale, v. a. [from the adjeClivc ] To wear out; to 
make old. 

Age cannot wither her, nor cudom Jlale 
Her infinite variety. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Were I a common laugher, or did ufe 
To Jlale with ordinary oaths my love 
To every new protedor. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

A barren-fpirited fellow’, one that feeds 
On abjeCt orts and imitations; 

Which, out of ufe, and fat'd by other men. 

Begin his fafhion. Shakefp. Julius Cajor. 

To Stale, v.n. [from the noun.] To make water. 

Having ty’d his bead t’ a pale. 

And taken time for both to Jlale. Hudibras. 

Sta'lely. adv. [fromfa’e.] Of old; longtime. 

All your promis’d mountains 
And feas I am fo Jlaltly acquainted with. Ben. Johfcn. 
Sta'leness. n.f. [from fale.] Oldncfs; date of being long 
kept; date of being corrupted by time. 

The beer and wine, as well within water as above, have 
not been palled; but fomewhat better than bottles of the fame 
drinks and Jlalenefs, kept in a cellar. Bacon’s Nat. Hijlory. 

Provided our landlord's principles were found, we did not 
take any notice of the Jlalenefs of his provifions. Addijon. 
To STALK, v.n. [j-cealcan, Saxon.] 

1. To walk with high and fuperb deps. It is ufed common!) in 
a fenfe of diflike. 

His mondrous enemy 
With durdy deps came Jlalklng in his fight. 

Shall your city call us lord, 

In that behalf which we challeng'd it ? 

Or {hall we give the fignal to our rage, 

And Jlalk in blood to our pofleffion? Shakefp. K- J iC • 
Unfold th’eternal door: 

You fee before the gate what Jlalklng ghod _ , _ 

Commands the guard, what fentries keep the pod. 
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Bertran 

Stalks dofe behind her, like a witch’s fiend 
PrdEng <o bo employ'd. . D ? ,U, W 

They pafs their precious hours in plays and fports- 
»Till death behind camejlalking on uofeen. I 

With manly mien h tJlalk’d along the ground; 

Kor wanted voice bcly’d, nor vaunting found. 

Then Jlalking through the deep 
He fords the ocean, while the toprnod wave 

Scarce reaches up his middle iide. 

’Tisnot to/?«/* about, and draw frcfli air 
From time to time. Addifon s Cato. 

Vexatious thought dill found my flying mind, 

Nor bound by limits, nor to place confin’d ; 

Haunted my nights, and terrify'd my days; 1 

Stalk'd through my gardens, and purfu’d my ways, > 

Nor {hut from artful bow’r, norlod in winding maze. Pn. 3 
Scornful turning from the fliorc 
My haughty dep, \ Jlalk’d the valley o’er. Pope's Odyffey. 
t To walk behind a dalking horfc or cover. 

The king afked how far it was to a certain town: they faid 
fix miles. Half an hour after he afked again: one faid fix 
miles and a half The king alighted out of his coach, and 
crept under the fhouldcr of his led horfe: and when fome affeed 
his majedy what he meant, I mud jlalk, faid he; for yonder 
town is £hv, and flies me. Bacon’s Apophthegms. 

Stalk. n. J. [from the verb ] 

1. High, proud, wide, and Aately dep. 

Behind it forth there leapt 
An ugly fiend, more foul than difmal day; 

The which with mondrous fall behind him dept. 

And ever as he went due watch upon him kept. Fa. fffueen. 

Great Milton next, with huh and haughty Jlalks. 
Unfetter’d in majedick numbers walks. Addfon. 

2. [Stele, Dutch.] The dem on which flowers or fruits grow. 

A dock-gillyflower, gently tied on a dick, put into a deep 
glafs full of quickfilver, fo that ti e quickfilvcr cover it; after 
five days you will find the flower fredi, and the Jlalk harder 
and lefs flexible than it was. Bacon. 

Small dore will f'erve, where dore, 

Allfeafons, ripe for ufe hangs on sbcjlalk. Mi .’ton. 

That amber attTacls not bal'd is wholly repugnant unto 
truth; for if the leaves thereof, or dried folks, be dripped unto 
fmall draws, they arife unto amber, wax, and other eledtricks, 
no otherways than thofe of wheat and rye. Brown. 

Rofcs unhid, and ev’ry fragrant flow’r. 

Flew from their Jlalks to drew thy nuptial bow’r. Dryden. 

3. The dem of a quill. 

Viewed with a glafs, they appear made up of little bladders, 
like thofe in the plume or Jtalk of a quill. Grew. 

Stal'kinghorse. n.f. [Jlalking and horfe.'] A horfe either 
real or fictitious by which a fowler fhclters himfelf from the 
fight of the game; a mafk ; a pretence. 

Let the counfellor give counfel not for faction but for con- 
fcience, forbearing to make the good of the date the Jlofking- 
horfc of his private ends. Hakewili on Providence. 

Hypocrify is the devil’s ftalkinghorfe, under an affe/lation of 
(implicit)’ and religion. UEjlrangc. 

Sta’lky. adj. [from folk.] Hard like a dalk. 

It grows upon a round dalk, and at the top bears a great 
Jjalky head. Mortimer. 

STALL, n.f. [peal, Saxon; Jlal, Dutch ; Jlalla, Italian.] 

1. A crib in which an ox is fed, or where any horfe is kept in 
the dablc. 

A herd of oxen then he carv’d, with high rais’d heads, 
forg’d all 

Of gold and tin, for colour mixt, and bellowing from their 
flail, 

Rufht to their padures. Chapmans Iliad. 

Duncan’s horfes, 

Beauteous and fwift, the minions of the race, 

Turn'd wild in nature, broke their/?«//r, flung out. 
Contending ’gaind obedience. Shake/. Macbeth. 

Solomon had forty thoufand falls of horfes. 1 
His fellow fought what lodging ho could find ; 

At lad he found a fall where oxen dood. 

2 ’ A bench or form where any thing is fet to fale. 

Stalls, bulks, w indows, 

Arc fmother’d up, leads fill’d, and ridges hors’d 

With variable completions; all agreeing 

In earnednefs to fee him. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

• hey are nature’s coarfer wares that lie on th of all, expofed 
w the tranfient view of every common eye. 

Befs Hoy fird found it troublcfome to bawl. 

And therefore plac’d her cherries on a fall. 

How pedlars falls with glitt’ring toys are laid, 

• he various fairings of the country maid. 

Harley, the nation’s great fupport. 

Returning home one day from court, 

Obferv’d a parfon near Whitehall, 

Cheap’ning old authors on a flail, 
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3. [Stall, Swedilh; fal, Armorick] A fmall houfe or Ihed iri 
which certain trades are pratifed. 

All thefe together in one heap were throv/n, 

Like carcafes of beads in butcher’s fall ; 

And in another corner wide w’ere drown 
The antique ruins of the Roman’s fall. Fairy Sfteert. 

4 The feat of a dignified clergyman in the choir. 

The pope creates a canon beyond the number limited, and 
commands the chapter to affign unto fuch canon a (lall in the 
choir and place in the chapter. Ayllfe’s Pf > f r f c j- 

The dignified clergy’, out of mere humility, have called their 
thrones by the names of falls. Wdrburton. 

To Stall, v.a. [from the noun.] 

1. To keep in a dall or dable. 

For fuch encheafon, if you go nie, 

Few chimneys reeking you will cfpv; 

The fat ox, that wont ligg in the dall. 

Is now fad flailed in his crumenal. Spenftl s PaflojaiS. 
For my part, he keeps me rudically at home; or, to fpeak 
more properly, dies me here at home unkept: for cal! you 
that keeping, for a gentleman of my birtli> that differs not 
from the falling of an ox ? Shakefpcarc. 

Nifus the fored pafs’d. 

And Alban plains, from Alba’s name fo call’d, 

Where king Latinus then his oxen flail'd. Dryden. 

2. [For infall .] To inved. 

Long may’d thou live to wail thy children’s lofs; 

And fee another as I fee thee now, 

Deck’d in thy rights, as thou art flaird in mine. Shakefp. 

To Stall, v. n. 

1. To inhabit; to dwell. 

We could not Jlall together in the world. Shakrfpea/e. 

2. To kennel. 

Sta’llfed. adj. [flail and fed .] Fed not with grafs but dry 
feed. 

Stalfed oxen, and crammed fowls, arc often difeafed in 
their livers. Arbxthnot on flinunts. 

Sta’ilwoRN. adj. [fall and worn.] Long kept in the dable. 
But it is probably a midakc For flalwerth, [j-TapcljrcjvS, Saxon, 
dout ] 

His flallworn deed the champion dout bedrode. Shakefp. 

Sta'llion. n.f. [ yfdaiwyn „ an old Welch word: the one is 
derived from the other; but which from which I cannot cer¬ 
tainly tell WottOK. Ef allion, French; Pali ne, Italian ; flal- 
hengfi, Dutch. Junius thinks it derived from j-raelan, to leap.] 
A horfe kept for mares. 

The prefent defe/ts arc breeding without choice of fallumt 
in Ihape or iize. Temple. 

If fleet Dragon’s progeny at lad 
Prove jaded, and in frequent matches cad; 

No favour for the jlallion we retain. 

And no refpect for the degen’rate drain. Dryden. 

I will not alk him one of his Egyptians; 

No, let him keep ’em all for flaves and Jlallions. Dryden. 

STAMINA, n. f [Latin.] 

1. The fird principles of any thing. 

2. The folids of a human bedy. 

3. [In botany.] Thofe little fine threads or capillamcnts which 
grow up within the flowers of plants, encompafling round the 
dyle, and on which the apices grow at their extremities. 

Sta'mineous. adj. [ Jlamineus, Latin.] 

1. Confiding of threads. 

2. Stamincous flowers. 

Staminesus flowers are fo far imperfetd a9 to want thofe 
coloured leaves which are called petala, andconftd only o’ the 
dylus and the ftamina ; and fuch plants as do bear thefe ftami- 
neous flowers Ray makes to conditute a large genus of plants: 
thefe he divides into fuch as, fird, have their fruit or feed to¬ 
tally divided from the flower; and thefe are fuch plants as are 
faid to be of different fexes: the reafon of which is, that from 
the faid feed fome plant {hall atife with flowers and no fruit, 
and others with fruit and no flowers; as hops, hemp, flinging 
nettles. 2. Such as have their fruit only-a little disjointed 
from their flowers ; as the ricinus, and the hcliotropium tri- 
conon. 3. Such as have their fruit immediately contiguous, 
or adhering to their flower. 4. Such whole flowers adhere to 
the top or uppermod of the feed ; as the beta, afarum, and 
alchimilla. 

Sta'mmel. n.f. Of this word l know not the meaning. 

Reedhood, the fird that doth appear 
In flammel: fcarlet is too dear. Ben. Jobnfon. 

ToSTA'MMFR. V. n. [pramcn, a dammerer, Saxon; Jlame- 
len, fameren, to dammer, Dutch.] To fpeak with unna¬ 
tural hefitation; to utter words with difficulty. 

Sometimes to her news of myfelf to tell 
I go about; but then is all my bell 
Wry words, and fatnm'ring, or elfe doltifli dumb : 

Say then, can this but of enchantment come ? Sidney. 
I would thou could’fty/W/w, that thou might’d pour out 
of thy/nouth, as wine comes out of a narrow-mouth’d bottle, 
either too much at once, or none at all. Shakefpeare. 
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